
THE SOCIETY OF GRACE 
The Society of Grace are those 
individuals and families who have 
made or are planning to make a 
contribution to the Endowment 
Fund of the Grace United 
Methodist Foundation.  If you are 
interested in learning more about 
the Society of Grace, please contact 
a Foundation Board member. 
 

	  	  	  
	  
	  

	  
Since	  its	  beginnings,	  the	  mission	  of	  Grace	  United	  Methodist	  Church	  has	  been	  sustained	  by	  the	  commitment	  and	  
vision	  of	  generous	  friends	  and	  members.	  	  An	  early	  Endowment	  Committee	  enabled	  members	  to	  choose	  to	  
permanently	  strengthen	  Grace	  with	  gifts	  to	  the	  Foundation.	  
	  
The	  early	  Endowment	  Committee	  accepted	  funds	  or	  property	  by	  gifts	  or	  bequests	  to	  be	  kept	  separate	  from	  
church	  operating	  funds.	  The	  principal	  amount	  was	  to	  remain	  intact,	  and	  only	  the	  income	  earned	  was	  to	  be	  
distributed.	  	  In	  2009,	  Grace's	  Finance	  Committee	  recommended	  that	  an	  Endowment	  Fund	  be	  established	  with	  its	  
own	  bylaws;	  and	  the	  Foundation	  was	  authorized	  at	  our	  2011	  charge	  conference.	  	  Foundation	  Board	  members	  
are:	  	  Arden	  Borgen,	  Scott	  Butler,	  Mark	  Clark,	  Jay	  Eliason*,	  John	  Mechem,	  Carolyn	  Nelson,	  Laura	  Sands,	  David	  
Swinton,	  Stephanie	  Techau,	  Mark	  Truesdell,	  and	  	  Helen	  Young*.	  
(*	  indicates	  prior	  board	  member)	  
	  
The	  mission	  of	  the	  Grace	  United	  Methodist	  Church	  Foundation	  is	  to	  encourage	  and	  enable	  our	  church	  members	  
to	  join	  in	  loving	  partnership	  with	  past,	  present	  and	  future	  generations	  of	  spiritual	  friends	  at	  Grace	  to	  proclaim	  
the	  living	  Christ	  in	  their	  time.	  	  The	  Foundation	  encourages	  members	  and	  friends	  of	  Grace	  United	  Methodist	  
Church	  to	  be	  active	  stewards	  of	  the	  resources	  God	  has	  bestowed	  on	  them	  to	  benefit	  the	  church,	  its	  mission,	  and	  
ministry	  now	  and	  into	  the	  future.	  
	  
Please	  be	  sure	  to	  view	  the	  plaque	  located	  above	  the	  Memorials	  Table	  in	  the	  Narthex,	  where	  current	  and	  future	  
named	  givers	  will	  be	  permanently	  acknowledged	  for	  their	  generosity	  in	  keeping	  Grace	  as	  a	  part	  of	  their	  long	  
term	  plans.	  	  As	  a	  part	  of	  Foundation	  Sunday	  Celebration,	  we	  want	  to	  express	  our	  gratitude	  for	  the	  generous	  gifts	  
from	  members	  and	  friends,	  and	  to	  recognize	  these	  named	  givers:	  
	  

Jane Bevington Virginia Haworth 
Merrill and Betty Blackburn Phyllis Roberts 
Bob Blank in memory of Dorothy Blank Maxine Robinson 
Cecil Bolsinger Harold Wilson 
Friends in memory of Gladys Burkhead Helen Young 
Don and Lois Hartline in memory of Heather Funaro Family in memory of Robert Young 

	  
2012	  Financial	  Report:	  	  Last	  year,	  the	  Foundation	  received	  $68,887.68	  of	  income	  from	  the	  funds	  entrusted	  to	  it.	  	  
From	  these	  earnings,	  $17,750.66	  in	  undesignated	  funds	  were	  transferred	  to	  Grace's	  Administrative	  Board,	  and	  
$18,952.10	  were	  transferred	  to	  designated	  funds.	  	  Other	  disbursements	  were	  $18,500	  to	  scholarships,	  $4976.87	  
for	  uni-‐trust	  payments	  and	  $947.00	  to	  CWU	  Children’s	  fund.	  
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What	  is	  Planned	  Giving?	  	  	  
Planned	  Giving	  is	  a	  term	  used	  in	  the	  fundraising	  world	  for	  gifts	  of	  cash	  or	  other	  assets	  that	  are	  planned	  for	  
ultimate	  distribution	  after	  our	  death.	  	  While	  most	  of	  us	  generally	  “plan”	  our	  
regular	  tithes	  and	  other	  donations;	  “planned	  giving”	  refers	  to	  gifts	  we	  plan	  to	  
make	  to	  our	  church	  and	  other	  charities	  when	  we	  no	  longer	  need	  those	  assets.	  	  
It	  is	  an	  essential	  part	  of	  an	  estate	  plan.	  

	  
Why	  Should	  I	  Consider	  Grace	  United	  Methodist	  Foundation?	  	  	  
Planned	  giving	  is	  good	  stewardship.	  	  When	  we	  affirm	  that	  all	  we	  have	  is	  a	  gift	  
from	  God,	  by	  extension,	  we	  need	  to	  affirm	  that	  good	  stewardship	  requires	  that	  
we	  dispose	  of	  all	  we	  have	  received	  with	  reverence	  and	  care.	  	  Planned	  gifts	  may	  
represent	  the	  largest	  gifts	  we	  are	  able	  to	  make.	  	  Planned	  giving	  is	  a	  gift	  of	  faith	  
in	  God’s	  future	  intention	  for	  Grace	  Methodist	  Church.	  

Grace United Methodist Foundation of Des Moines 

Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as you ever can.            - John Wesley	   


